NO. ____________

IN THE MATTER OF


§
IN THE COUNTY COURT AT LAW #1





§
IN AND FOR RANDALL COUNTY, TEXAS
_____________________

§
SITTING AS A JUVENILE COURT
EXPLANATION OF RIGHT TO AN ATTORNEY
Texas law requires that a child in the juvenile system must be represented by an attorney. Our law requires that the parent or guardian of the child in the juvenile system shall obtain an attorney to represent the child as soon as possible after being served a copy of the State’s Petition. As a parent or guardian of a child in a juvenile case, you have two options regarding how you proceed in obtaining an attorney to represent your child:

1. You may hire an attorney to represent your child in their juvenile case;

2. You may request an attorney be appointed to represent your child in their juvenile case if you are financially unable to hire one.
If you are financially able to hire an attorney to represent your child, the Court will order you to retain an attorney and will give you a little time to do so.

If you are not financially able to hire an attorney to represent your child, you must fill out a financial information sheet so that the proper person can determine whether or not you qualify for a court-appointed attorney to represent your child in their juvenile case. That determination will be made the same day the Court receives your financial information sheet. 
If you qualify for a court-appointed attorney to represent your child, an attorney will be appointed at that time. If you do not qualify for a court appointed attorney, the court will inform you of that, order you to retain an attorney to represent your child, and give you a little time to do so.





__________________________________

Judge Presiding
PARENT/GUARDIANS CHOICE

_____
I want to hire an attorney to represent my child. 
_____
I want to apply for a court-appointed attorney to represent my child.
_____
My child already has an attorney, whose name is: ___________________________

Name:
 ________________________________

Signature:   _____________________________

Date:
 ________________________________

Witness:  _______________________________

